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Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question

Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.

Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.

Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question

Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.

Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION A: 40 marks
Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Whales Under 
Threat Again’.
The extract on the opposite page is from the biography, ‘The Whaleman’s Adventures’, by Henry 
Cheever.
Read the newspaper article ‘Whales Under Threat Again’ in the separate Resource Material.


(a) When was the international agreement to stop commercial whaling? [1]  


(b)  Where are Greenpeace activists trying to stop Japanese whaling taking place? [1]


(c) How many Sea Shepherd protesters were arrested trying to stop the whale hunt in
the Faroe Islands?  [1]


How does the writer try to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel and 
unacceptable?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel


and unacceptable [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the extract on the opposite page by 
Henry Cheever.


(a)  What order was given by the captain to start the whale hunt?  [1]


(b) What stopped the whale from escaping the hunters in the small boat? [1]


(c) After killing the whale, how far away were the boats from the main ship? [1]


‘The writer, Henry Cheever, gives his readers a clear and dramatic description of what 
it was like to take part in a whale hunt in the 1850s.’ How far do you agree with this 
statement?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• how he says it
• whether you think the description of the whale hunt is clear and dramatic - and why


[10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words how whales were 
hunted in 1850 and are now hunted in the Faroe Islands. [4]


Both of these texts contain accounts of the hunting of whales.
Compare:
• the writers’ attitudes to the hunting of whales in the 1850s and in the recent whale


hunt in the Faroe Islands
• how the writers get across their attitudes to their readers  [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Aboard a Whaling Ship, 1850


In 1850, Henry Cheever was a passenger aboard a whaling ship and recorded the experience of a 
whale hunt in the biography, ‘The Whaleman’s Adventures’.


For the first time in our ten weeks’ journey we heard that thrilling sound to a weary whaleman, 
THERE SHE BLOWS! A whale had been sighted and the hunt was on.


It turned out that three whales had been seen, and when we were thought to be near enough, the 
captain gave orders to ‘Stand by and lower boats’ in order to begin the chase for one of the whales 
a little more than half a mile away.


Three boats’ crews pulled merrily away from the ship, eager to obtain the oily material from the whale 
to fill their ship. The whale was travelling leisurely, blowing every now and again, then ‘turning tail,’ 
and sinking. The boats headed after him, keeping a distance of nearly one quarter of a mile from 
each other, to increase their chances.


One of the small boats was close to the place where they expected the whale to appear, when the 
huge creature rose up, and all the harpooner in the boat had to do was to plunge his two harpoons, 
which are always secured to one tow-line, into the monster. This he did so well as to make him spout 
blood forthwith. It was the first notice the poor creature had of the nearness of his powerful captors, 
and the sudden piercing of the barbed harpoons to his very vitals made him race away most furiously.


We were now fastened to the huge whale with the tow-line and our boat spun after him with almost 
the swiftness of a spinning top. The great creature dived through the seas and tossed the spray for 
the space of an hour. During this time another boat got close to him with its harpoons, and the brave 
captain came up and boldly darted another harpoon into his writhing body. The enraged whale raised 
his head above the water, snapped his horrid jaws together, and in his senseless fury lashed the sea 
into foam. After a further hour he stopped moving and turned up on his back, a motionless corpse. 
We gave three hearty cheers, and took him in tow for the ship, which was now about fifteen miles off. 
Yet I am not one who can coolly observe the last agony of so mighty a creature as the whale and it 
was painful enough to see the death-agony of this giant of the deep.


This towing of captured whales is no boy’s play; it is often most difficult, and dangerous too, when the 
ship is distant or nightfall at hand. Under a fierce sun, to row for hours, with a carcass of seventy tons’ 
weight, behind a small boat, will blister the hands and strain the muscles of the hardiest whaleman. 
But it is cheerfully endured for such a whale will net to the ship between fifteen hundred and three 
thousand dollars, according to its yield of oil.


Turn over.
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Whales Under Threat Again
Dust down the slogan, ‘Save The Whale’, because it’s needed once again. Thirty years on 
from the 1986 international agreement to stop commercial whaling, whales face renewed 
danger.


This year, in the biggest whale slaughter for a generation, more than 2,000 animals are likely 
to be directly hunted by the three countries continuing whale hunting in defiance of world 
opinion, Japan, Norway and Iceland.


Japan is leading the way. Its whaling fleet is firing harpoons right now in the Antarctic Ocean, 
hunting nearly a thousand minke whales, more than double the number it killed last year, 
all of them under the label of so-called ‘scientific’ whaling – allegedly killing the animals for 
research purposes. This label is a fiction which fools no one, as more whale meat and whale 
products end up in Japanese restaurants than in laboratories.


Norway, which is pursuing commercial whaling openly by simply refusing to sign up to the 
1986 international agreement, is following close behind, with another leap in its planned kills 
in the coming year. The Norwegian government recently announced it would increase its 
whale hunting following a unanimous recommendation by the Norwegian parliament.


Iceland, which started whaling again three years ago, also under the ‘scientific’ label, killed a 
total of 155 endangered fin whales – the second largest animal on earth after the blue whale 
– and 39 minke whales last year and is expected to hunt a similar number in the coming year.


That all adds up to by far the bloodiest bout of whale slaughter since the days of full-scale 
commercial whaling and has greatly angered environmental campaigners.


“People should wake up to the scale of what is happening this year,” said a spokesman for 
Greenpeace UK. “Politicians who are supposed to be anti-whaling especially need to wake 
up to it, and press their governments to put as much effort into saving the world’s whale 
populations as the whaling countries are doing to exploit them.”


Greenpeace has decided to take the fight directly to the Japanese, and has sent two of its 
large campaigning vessels, Arctic Sunrise and Esperanza, to the Antarctic Ocean to try to 
disrupt whaling operations directly. In the past 10 days there has been a series of extraordinary 
confrontations between Greenpeace and the Japanese whaling ships. In actions similar to 
those which first made the group famous in the 1970s, Greenpeace activists in small inflatable 
boats have been trying to block the harpooners’ line of fire and, on a number of occasions, 
have succeeded – making the idea of ‘Save The Whale’ a reality.
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Another marine conservation group, Sea Shepherd, has also been taking direct action to 
prevent the slaughter of whales in the Faroe Islands, a self-governing nation within the 
Kingdom of Denmark. Although whaling is illegal in Denmark, the annual killing of pilot whales 
is allowed in the Faroe Islands.  


As many as 250 whales were reportedly massacred on two beaches in the Faroe Islands 
in July, where locals savagely killed all of the pilot whales. The horrific scenes were filmed 
by activists from Sea Shepherd and published on the internet. The film footage shows how 
the innocent whales were herded inshore by small boats and forced to swim towards the 
beaches.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


The locals, many of whom were dressed in full wetsuits, waded into the water and violently 
dragged the distressed animals up the beach, where they were ruthlessly slaughtered. Five 
members of the Sea Shepherd group were arrested as they tried to stop the gruesome 
spectacle. 


The captain of one of the Sea Shepherd boats said he believed two Danish naval vessels 
were in the area when the hunt took place. He said, “It was perfectly clear to me that the 
slaughter proceeded with the full consent of the Danish Navy.”  


How much longer can the government of Denmark continue its arrogant support of this 
bloody practice, which is in direct conflict with its commitments to international law? All 
decent people should see that the hunting of whales is cruel and unacceptable.
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The writer, Henry Cheever, gives his readers a clear and dramatic description of what it was like to take 
part in a whale hunt in the 1850s.  How far do you agree with this statement?   


You should comment on: 


 what he says


 how he says it


 whether you think the description of the whale hunt is clear and dramatic – and why  [10] 


You must refer to the text to support your comments. 


(AO4) 


This question tests the ability to evaluate texts critically and support this with appropriate textual references. 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1-2 marks to those who express a limited personal response with some basic textual reference but struggle to 
engage with the text and/or the question. e.g. I think he gave a good account of how the whale hunt started when 
they had to lower the boats to get to the whale.  


Give 3-4 marks to those who give a personal opinion supported by straightforward textual references.  These 
responses will show some interaction with Cheever’s views.  e.g. I thought the description of how they killed the 
whale was good because Cheever said the harpooner had to 'plunge his two harpoons ...into the monster’s blubber 
sides' and he gave a good description of what happened next when the whale tried to get away.   


Give 5-6 marks to those who give an evaluation of the text supported by appropriate textual references.  These 
responses will show some critical awareness of Cheever’s views.  e.g. I think the description of what happened when 
the whale tried to get away was really good because Cheever seemed to be excited when he wrote about the small 
boat being dragged by the whale 'with almost the swiftness of a spinning top', which gives a clear picture of how fast 
the little boat was moving. 


Give 7-8 marks to those who give a critical evaluation of the text and its effects, supported by well-selected textual 
references.  They will show critical awareness and clear engagement with Cheever’s experiences. e.g. I think the 
writer gave a good, clear picture of the hunt when he compares the boat being dragged by the whale to the speed of 
a spinning top, to show how fast the boat is moving.  This gives a vivid image of how the hunt went, especially as it 
talks about the whale diving and tossing the spray as it tried to get away.  


Give 9-10 marks to those who give a persuasive evaluation of the text and its effects, supported by convincing, well-
selected examples and purposeful textual references.  These responses will show engagement and involvement, 
where candidates take an overview to make perceptive comments on Cheever’s experiences. e.g. I thought the 
writer’s description of the way the whale tried to escape after being harpooned was very clear and captured the 
drama and danger of the experience; Cheever uses the contrast of the 'small boats' to the 'giant creature' to 
emphasise the scale of the battle and when the whale is harpooned and tries to escape, the image of the small boat 
being pulled like a spinning top is very effective, as it suggests it is almost out of control. 


In addition to the points given above, other details candidates may explore or respond to: 


 he begins by giving a clear picture of what happened when a whale was spotted – the shout, the captain’s
orders, the boats heading towards the whale; 


 he gives a view of the whalemen – initially weary, then excited when the whale was spotted; they are 'eager' to
get their prize; 


 he frequently refers to the huge size of the whale


 he gives exact details of what happened when the whale appeared and how the whale was harpooned;


 he gives a clear picture of how the whale responded when attacked;


 the way the whale tries to escape captures the effect of the chase – 'our boat spun after him with almost the
swiftness of a spinning top';


 he explains in detail the reactions of the whale – 'the enraged whale...'; 'snapped his horrid jaws together.. ',
'lashed the sea into foam';


 he gives the reaction of the hunters when the whale is seen to be dead;


 he gives a personal reaction to the death of the whale;


 he makes it clear that returning to the ship with the whale is both difficult and dangerous, with some telling
details – 'Under a fierce sun, to row for hours..'   '...will blister the hands and strain the muscles...';


 impact of picture


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  Look for and 
reward valid alternatives. 


1 4 
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2 1 + 2 2 Transactional / Persuasive Writing 


Communication and organisation 
12 marks 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, 
spelling and punctuation 


8 marks 


Band 
5 


11-12 marks 


 shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format
of the task


 shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience


 appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose /
audience


 content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated


 ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range of
relevant details


 there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the writing


 communication has ambition and sophistication


8 marks 


 there is appropriate and effective
variation of sentence structures


 virtually all sentence construction is
controlled and accurate


 a range of punctuation is used
confidently and accurately


 virtually all spelling, including that of
complex irregular words, is correct


 control of tense and agreement is
totally secure


 a wide range of appropriate,
ambitious vocabulary is used to
create effect or convey precise
meaning


Band 
4 


8-10 marks 


 shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format of
the task


 shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience


 register is appropriately and consistently adapted to
purpose/audience


 content is well-judged and detailed


 ideas are organised and coherently developed with supporting
detail


 there is clear shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs
are used effectively to give sequence and organisation)


 communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition


6-7 marks 


 sentence structure is varied to
achieve particular effects


 control of sentence construction is
secure


 a range of punctuation is used
accurately


 spelling, including that of irregular
words, is secure


 control of tense and agreement is
secure


 vocabulary is ambitious and used
with precision


Band 
3 


5-7 marks 


 shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the
task


 shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience


 register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience


 content is developed and appropriate reasons are given in
support of opinions / ideas


 ideas are organised into coherent arguments


 there is some shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs
are used to give sequence and organisation)


 communication has clarity and fluency


4-5 marks 


 there is variety in sentence structure


 control of sentence construction is
mostly secure


 a range of punctuation is used,
mostly accurately


 most spelling, including that of
irregular words, is correct


 control of tense and agreement is
mostly secure


 vocabulary is beginning to develop
and is used with some precision


Band 
2 


3-4 marks 


 shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the task


 shows awareness of the reader / intended audience


 a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience


 some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas


 limited development of ideas


 some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs (structure /
direction may be uncertain)


 communication has some clarity and fluency


2-3 marks 


 some variety of sentence structure


 there is some control of sentence
construction


 some control of a range of punctuation


 the spelling is usually accurate


 control of tense and agreement is
generally secure


 there is some range of vocabulary


Band 
1 


1-2 marks 


 basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task


 some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience


 some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience (e.g.
degree of formality)


 some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic


 content may be thin and brief


 simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to show
obvious divisions or group ideas into some order)


 there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning is
limited


1 mark 


 limited range of sentence structure


 control of sentence construction is
limited


 there is some attempt to use
punctuation


 some spelling is accurate


 control of tense and agreement is
limited


 limited range of vocabulary


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
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Consistent understanding of purpose.
Content is mostly well-judged, though some parts could be further developed.      8/9
Uneven control.
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SECTION A: 40 marks
Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Whales Under 
Threat Again’.
The extract on the opposite page is from the biography, ‘The Whaleman’s Adventures’, by Henry 
Cheever.
Read the newspaper article ‘Whales Under Threat Again’ in the separate Resource Material.


(a) When was the international agreement to stop commercial whaling? [1]  


(b)  Where are Greenpeace activists trying to stop Japanese whaling taking place? [1]


(c) How many Sea Shepherd protesters were arrested trying to stop the whale hunt in
the Faroe Islands?  [1]


How does the writer try to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel and 
unacceptable?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel


and unacceptable [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the extract on the opposite page by 
Henry Cheever.


(a)  What order was given by the captain to start the whale hunt?  [1]


(b) What stopped the whale from escaping the hunters in the small boat? [1]


(c) After killing the whale, how far away were the boats from the main ship? [1]


‘The writer, Henry Cheever, gives his readers a clear and dramatic description of what 
it was like to take part in a whale hunt in the 1850s.’ How far do you agree with this 
statement?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• how he says it
• whether you think the description of the whale hunt is clear and dramatic - and why


[10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words how whales were 
hunted in 1850 and are now hunted in the Faroe Islands. [4]


Both of these texts contain accounts of the hunting of whales.
Compare:
• the writers’ attitudes to the hunting of whales in the 1850s and in the recent whale


hunt in the Faroe Islands
• how the writers get across their attitudes to their readers  [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Aboard a Whaling Ship, 1850


In 1850, Henry Cheever was a passenger aboard a whaling ship and recorded the experience of a 
whale hunt in the biography, ‘The Whaleman’s Adventures’.


For the first time in our ten weeks’ journey we heard that thrilling sound to a weary whaleman, 
THERE SHE BLOWS! A whale had been sighted and the hunt was on.


It turned out that three whales had been seen, and when we were thought to be near enough, the 
captain gave orders to ‘Stand by and lower boats’ in order to begin the chase for one of the whales 
a little more than half a mile away.


Three boats’ crews pulled merrily away from the ship, eager to obtain the oily material from the whale 
to fill their ship. The whale was travelling leisurely, blowing every now and again, then ‘turning tail,’ 
and sinking. The boats headed after him, keeping a distance of nearly one quarter of a mile from 
each other, to increase their chances.


One of the small boats was close to the place where they expected the whale to appear, when the 
huge creature rose up, and all the harpooner in the boat had to do was to plunge his two harpoons, 
which are always secured to one tow-line, into the monster. This he did so well as to make him spout 
blood forthwith. It was the first notice the poor creature had of the nearness of his powerful captors, 
and the sudden piercing of the barbed harpoons to his very vitals made him race away most furiously.


We were now fastened to the huge whale with the tow-line and our boat spun after him with almost 
the swiftness of a spinning top. The great creature dived through the seas and tossed the spray for 
the space of an hour. During this time another boat got close to him with its harpoons, and the brave 
captain came up and boldly darted another harpoon into his writhing body. The enraged whale raised 
his head above the water, snapped his horrid jaws together, and in his senseless fury lashed the sea 
into foam. After a further hour he stopped moving and turned up on his back, a motionless corpse. 
We gave three hearty cheers, and took him in tow for the ship, which was now about fifteen miles off. 
Yet I am not one who can coolly observe the last agony of so mighty a creature as the whale and it 
was painful enough to see the death-agony of this giant of the deep.


This towing of captured whales is no boy’s play; it is often most difficult, and dangerous too, when the 
ship is distant or nightfall at hand. Under a fierce sun, to row for hours, with a carcass of seventy tons’ 
weight, behind a small boat, will blister the hands and strain the muscles of the hardiest whaleman. 
But it is cheerfully endured for such a whale will net to the ship between fifteen hundred and three 
thousand dollars, according to its yield of oil.


Turn over.
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Whales Under Threat Again
Dust down the slogan, ‘Save The Whale’, because it’s needed once again. Thirty years on 
from the 1986 international agreement to stop commercial whaling, whales face renewed 
danger.


This year, in the biggest whale slaughter for a generation, more than 2,000 animals are likely 
to be directly hunted by the three countries continuing whale hunting in defiance of world 
opinion, Japan, Norway and Iceland.


Japan is leading the way. Its whaling fleet is firing harpoons right now in the Antarctic Ocean, 
hunting nearly a thousand minke whales, more than double the number it killed last year, 
all of them under the label of so-called ‘scientific’ whaling – allegedly killing the animals for 
research purposes. This label is a fiction which fools no one, as more whale meat and whale 
products end up in Japanese restaurants than in laboratories.


Norway, which is pursuing commercial whaling openly by simply refusing to sign up to the 
1986 international agreement, is following close behind, with another leap in its planned kills 
in the coming year. The Norwegian government recently announced it would increase its 
whale hunting following a unanimous recommendation by the Norwegian parliament.


Iceland, which started whaling again three years ago, also under the ‘scientific’ label, killed a 
total of 155 endangered fin whales – the second largest animal on earth after the blue whale 
– and 39 minke whales last year and is expected to hunt a similar number in the coming year.


That all adds up to by far the bloodiest bout of whale slaughter since the days of full-scale 
commercial whaling and has greatly angered environmental campaigners.


“People should wake up to the scale of what is happening this year,” said a spokesman for 
Greenpeace UK. “Politicians who are supposed to be anti-whaling especially need to wake 
up to it, and press their governments to put as much effort into saving the world’s whale 
populations as the whaling countries are doing to exploit them.”


Greenpeace has decided to take the fight directly to the Japanese, and has sent two of its 
large campaigning vessels, Arctic Sunrise and Esperanza, to the Antarctic Ocean to try to 
disrupt whaling operations directly. In the past 10 days there has been a series of extraordinary 
confrontations between Greenpeace and the Japanese whaling ships. In actions similar to 
those which first made the group famous in the 1970s, Greenpeace activists in small inflatable 
boats have been trying to block the harpooners’ line of fire and, on a number of occasions, 
have succeeded – making the idea of ‘Save The Whale’ a reality.
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Another marine conservation group, Sea Shepherd, has also been taking direct action to 
prevent the slaughter of whales in the Faroe Islands, a self-governing nation within the 
Kingdom of Denmark. Although whaling is illegal in Denmark, the annual killing of pilot whales 
is allowed in the Faroe Islands.  


As many as 250 whales were reportedly massacred on two beaches in the Faroe Islands 
in July, where locals savagely killed all of the pilot whales. The horrific scenes were filmed 
by activists from Sea Shepherd and published on the internet. The film footage shows how 
the innocent whales were herded inshore by small boats and forced to swim towards the 
beaches.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


The locals, many of whom were dressed in full wetsuits, waded into the water and violently 
dragged the distressed animals up the beach, where they were ruthlessly slaughtered. Five 
members of the Sea Shepherd group were arrested as they tried to stop the gruesome 
spectacle. 


The captain of one of the Sea Shepherd boats said he believed two Danish naval vessels 
were in the area when the hunt took place. He said, “It was perfectly clear to me that the 
slaughter proceeded with the full consent of the Danish Navy.”  


How much longer can the government of Denmark continue its arrogant support of this 
bloody practice, which is in direct conflict with its commitments to international law? All 
decent people should see that the hunting of whales is cruel and unacceptable.












Content is well-judged/detailed in places. 
Clear shape and structure.
Expression is mostly clear/fluent.
Some errors. 9+5 14
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Some grasp of 'how'. Coherent response.
Some focus on language. 5






























A range of detail from both texts. 3
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300-400 words for each task.


Students often complain about being bored and having nothing to do through the long 
school summer holidays.


You have been asked to give a talk to your class giving your views, with suggestions and 
recommendations for making the most of school holidays. [20]


Write what you would say.
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A little brief / parts of this lack some development.
Shows awareness of purpose.
Some errors. 4+4 8
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SECTION A: 40 marks 


Read the newspaper article 'Whales Under Threat Again' in the separate Resource 
Material. 


 (a) When was the international agreement to stop commercial whaling?       [1] 


(b) Where are Greenpeace activists trying to stop Japanese whaling taking place? 
   [1] 


(c) How many Sea Shepherd protesters were arrested trying to stop the whale hunt 
in the Faroe Islands?     [1]  


(AO1  1a) 


This question tests the ability to identify explicit information. 


Award one mark for each correct response in (a), (b) and (c). 


(a)    1986  (1) 


(b)    the Antarctic Ocean  (1) 


(c)    Five (1) 


1 1 
















Some attempt to comment - but rather limited overall.
Band 2. 4
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SECTION B: 40 marks


Answer Question                   and Question                  .


In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.


For each question, 12 marks are awarded for communication and organisation; 8 marks are 
awarded for vocabulary, sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.


Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.


You should aim to write about 300-400 words for each task.


Write a lively article for your school/college magazine with the heading:


A Teenager’s Guide to Managing Parents. [20]


Students often complain about being bored and having nothing to do through the long 
school summer holidays.


You have been asked to give a talk to your class giving your views, with suggestions and 
recommendations for making the most of school holidays. [20]


Write what you would say.


The space below can be used to plan your work.
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Understands purpose of the task.
Some of the content shows some development.
Expression is mostly clear.
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How does the writer try to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel and 
unacceptable? 


 


 You should comment on: 


 what he says 


 his use of language, tone and structure 


 other ways the writer tries to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel 
and unacceptable  


[10] 
 


(AO2  1a, b, c and d) 
 


This question tests the ability to explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language 
and structure to achieve effect and influence readers, using subject terminology to support their 
views. 
 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 
 


Give 1-2 marks to those who identify who identify some simple details about the writer's 
viewpoint. These responses will give one or two examples from the text but may struggle to 
engage with the text and/or the question. Responses are likely to be brief and limited and may 
lack clarity / precision.  
 


Give 3-4 marks to those who identify some details about the writer's viewpoint. These 
responses give straightforward comments/explanation with some focus on how the writer tries 
to persuade, although coverage across the whole text may be limited and there may be some 
imprecision / lack of clarity. 


 


Give 5-6 marks to those who explain how the examples used in the text illustrate the writer’s 
viewpoint and begin to show how aspects such as language, tone and structure are used to 
achieve effects and influence the reader. These responses may begin to use relevant subject 
terminology accurately to support their comments.  e.g. The writer gives examples to show that 
countries like Japan are still killing whales.  He is sarcastic about the way they claim it’s for 
'scientific purposes' and comments that 'that label is a fiction which fools no one'. 


 


Give 7-8 marks to those who make accurate comments about how a range of different 
examples from the text illustrate the writer's viewpoint and begin to analyse how aspects such 
as language, tone and structure are used to convince the reader of the ongoing threat to 
whales.  Subject terminology is used to support comments effectively. e.g. The writer gives 
details about how Japan, Norway and Iceland are continuing to hunt whales. He is sarcastic 
and dismissive of Japan’s claim to only kill whales for 'scientific purposes', explaining that 'more 
whale meat products end up in Japanese restaurants than in laboratories'.  He deals with each 
country in turn, building up a picture for the reader that the threat to whales is both real and 
ongoing. 


 


Give 9-10 marks to those who make accurate and perceptive comments about how a wide 
range of different examples from the text illustrate the writer's viewpoint and provide detailed 
analysis of how language, tone and structure are used to achieve effects and influence readers.  
Accurate use of subject terminology supports comments effectively.  e.g.  The writer begins the 
article almost with a rallying cry to readers, telling them to 'Dust down the slogan, 'Save the 
Whale', because it’s needed once again. This dramatic opening is then followed by specific 
details about how Japan, Norway and Iceland either flout or ignore the international agreement 
to stop whaling.  He is dismissive of Japan’s claim to only hunt for 'scientific purposes', as he 
sarcastically comments that 'more whale meat products end up in Japanese restaurants than in 
laboratories'. 


 


  


1 2 







4 
 


In addition to the points given above, other details candidates may explore or comment on: 


 it's unacceptable because it breaks international agreement/law; 


 he tells us the specific countries that are still killing whales – along with some statistics; 


 he refutes Japan’s claim that whaling is for 'scientific research'; 


 he tells us Japan is increasing the number of whales it kills ('double the number it killed last 


year'; 


 he tells us the killing of whales is going on 'right now'; 


 he tells us Norway is whaling 'openly' by not adopting the 1986 international agreement; 


 he says Norway is planning to kill more whales than before; 


 he says Iceland has recommenced whaling recently and gives details of the large numbers 


killed; 


 he uses the Greenpeace spokesman to illustrate the increasing concerns about whaling; 


 he gives a report of the recent whale killing in the Faroe Islands to show what is happening 


now; 


 the writer uses quotes from one of the Sea Shepherd captains to show the killing of whales 


in the Faroes implicates Denmark and goes against international law; 


 his language is condemnatory – 'This label is a fiction which fools no one'; 


 he uses language and imagery to emphasise the brutality of whale hunting – 'by far the 


bloodiest bout of whale slaughter...'; 


 he calls the killings in the Faroes 'massacre'; 'the gruesome spectacle'; 


 the opening sentence reads like a rallying cry, telling readers they need to 'Save the 


Whale'; 


 he begins the article by reminding readers of the international agreement to stop whaling; 


 he then gives examples of the countries ignoring the international agreement; 


 he gives an example of a specific whale hunt in the Faroes to show hunting is still 


happening; 


 he includes the view of the Sea Shepherd captain to emphasise how Denmark is ignoring 


international law and action should be taken 


 the final paragraph questions Denmark’s commitment to international law; 


 the article ends by emphasising that “all decent people” should see that the hunting of 


whales is “cruel and unacceptable”; 


 impact of photos 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  Look for and 
reward valid alternatives. 
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Some shape/structure.
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SECTION A: 40 marks
Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Whales Under 
Threat Again’.
The extract on the opposite page is from the biography, ‘The Whaleman’s Adventures’, by Henry 
Cheever.
Read the newspaper article ‘Whales Under Threat Again’ in the separate Resource Material.


(a) When was the international agreement to stop commercial whaling? [1]  


(b)  Where are Greenpeace activists trying to stop Japanese whaling taking place? [1]


(c) How many Sea Shepherd protesters were arrested trying to stop the whale hunt in
the Faroe Islands?  [1]


How does the writer try to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel and 
unacceptable?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel


and unacceptable [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the extract on the opposite page by 
Henry Cheever.


(a)  What order was given by the captain to start the whale hunt?  [1]


(b) What stopped the whale from escaping the hunters in the small boat? [1]


(c) After killing the whale, how far away were the boats from the main ship? [1]


‘The writer, Henry Cheever, gives his readers a clear and dramatic description of what 
it was like to take part in a whale hunt in the 1850s.’ How far do you agree with this 
statement?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• how he says it
• whether you think the description of the whale hunt is clear and dramatic - and why


[10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words how whales were 
hunted in 1850 and are now hunted in the Faroe Islands. [4]


Both of these texts contain accounts of the hunting of whales.
Compare:
• the writers’ attitudes to the hunting of whales in the 1850s and in the recent whale


hunt in the Faroe Islands
• how the writers get across their attitudes to their readers  [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Whales Under Threat Again
Dust down the slogan, ‘Save The Whale’, because it’s needed once again. Thirty years on 
from the 1986 international agreement to stop commercial whaling, whales face renewed 
danger.


This year, in the biggest whale slaughter for a generation, more than 2,000 animals are likely 
to be directly hunted by the three countries continuing whale hunting in defiance of world 
opinion, Japan, Norway and Iceland.


Japan is leading the way. Its whaling fleet is firing harpoons right now in the Antarctic Ocean, 
hunting nearly a thousand minke whales, more than double the number it killed last year, 
all of them under the label of so-called ‘scientific’ whaling – allegedly killing the animals for 
research purposes. This label is a fiction which fools no one, as more whale meat and whale 
products end up in Japanese restaurants than in laboratories.


Norway, which is pursuing commercial whaling openly by simply refusing to sign up to the 
1986 international agreement, is following close behind, with another leap in its planned kills 
in the coming year. The Norwegian government recently announced it would increase its 
whale hunting following a unanimous recommendation by the Norwegian parliament.


Iceland, which started whaling again three years ago, also under the ‘scientific’ label, killed a 
total of 155 endangered fin whales – the second largest animal on earth after the blue whale 
– and 39 minke whales last year and is expected to hunt a similar number in the coming year.


That all adds up to by far the bloodiest bout of whale slaughter since the days of full-scale 
commercial whaling and has greatly angered environmental campaigners.


“People should wake up to the scale of what is happening this year,” said a spokesman for 
Greenpeace UK. “Politicians who are supposed to be anti-whaling especially need to wake 
up to it, and press their governments to put as much effort into saving the world’s whale 
populations as the whaling countries are doing to exploit them.”


Greenpeace has decided to take the fight directly to the Japanese, and has sent two of its 
large campaigning vessels, Arctic Sunrise and Esperanza, to the Antarctic Ocean to try to 
disrupt whaling operations directly. In the past 10 days there has been a series of extraordinary 
confrontations between Greenpeace and the Japanese whaling ships. In actions similar to 
those which first made the group famous in the 1970s, Greenpeace activists in small inflatable 
boats have been trying to block the harpooners’ line of fire and, on a number of occasions, 
have succeeded – making the idea of ‘Save The Whale’ a reality.
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Another marine conservation group, Sea Shepherd, has also been taking direct action to 
prevent the slaughter of whales in the Faroe Islands, a self-governing nation within the 
Kingdom of Denmark. Although whaling is illegal in Denmark, the annual killing of pilot whales 
is allowed in the Faroe Islands.  


As many as 250 whales were reportedly massacred on two beaches in the Faroe Islands 
in July, where locals savagely killed all of the pilot whales. The horrific scenes were filmed 
by activists from Sea Shepherd and published on the internet. The film footage shows how 
the innocent whales were herded inshore by small boats and forced to swim towards the 
beaches.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


The locals, many of whom were dressed in full wetsuits, waded into the water and violently 
dragged the distressed animals up the beach, where they were ruthlessly slaughtered. Five 
members of the Sea Shepherd group were arrested as they tried to stop the gruesome 
spectacle. 


The captain of one of the Sea Shepherd boats said he believed two Danish naval vessels 
were in the area when the hunt took place. He said, “It was perfectly clear to me that the 
slaughter proceeded with the full consent of the Danish Navy.”  


How much longer can the government of Denmark continue its arrogant support of this 
bloody practice, which is in direct conflict with its commitments to international law? All 
decent people should see that the hunting of whales is cruel and unacceptable.
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2 1 + 2 2 Transactional / Persuasive Writing 


Communication and organisation 
12 marks 


Vocabulary, sentence structure, 
spelling and punctuation 


8 marks 


Band 
5 


11-12 marks 


 shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format
of the task


 shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience


 appropriate register is confidently adapted to purpose /
audience


 content is ambitious, pertinent and sophisticated


 ideas are convincingly developed and supported by a range of
relevant details


 there is sophistication in the shape and structure of the writing


 communication has ambition and sophistication


8 marks 


 there is appropriate and effective
variation of sentence structures


 virtually all sentence construction is
controlled and accurate


 a range of punctuation is used
confidently and accurately


 virtually all spelling, including that of
complex irregular words, is correct


 control of tense and agreement is
totally secure


 a wide range of appropriate,
ambitious vocabulary is used to
create effect or convey precise
meaning


Band 
4 


8-10 marks 


 shows consistent understanding of the purpose and format of
the task


 shows secure awareness of the reader/intended audience


 register is appropriately and consistently adapted to
purpose/audience


 content is well-judged and detailed


 ideas are organised and coherently developed with supporting
detail


 there is clear shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs
are used effectively to give sequence and organisation)


 communication has clarity, fluency and some ambition


6-7 marks 


 sentence structure is varied to
achieve particular effects


 control of sentence construction is
secure


 a range of punctuation is used
accurately


 spelling, including that of irregular
words, is secure


 control of tense and agreement is
secure


 vocabulary is ambitious and used
with precision


Band 
3 


5-7 marks 


 shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the
task


 shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience


 register is appropriately adapted to purpose / audience


 content is developed and appropriate reasons are given in
support of opinions / ideas


 ideas are organised into coherent arguments


 there is some shape and structure in the writing (paragraphs
are used to give sequence and organisation)


 communication has clarity and fluency


4-5 marks 


 there is variety in sentence structure


 control of sentence construction is
mostly secure


 a range of punctuation is used,
mostly accurately


 most spelling, including that of
irregular words, is correct


 control of tense and agreement is
mostly secure


 vocabulary is beginning to develop
and is used with some precision


Band 
2 


3-4 marks 


 shows some awareness of the purpose and format of the task


 shows awareness of the reader / intended audience


 a clear attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience


 some reasons are given in support of opinions and ideas


 limited development of ideas


 some sequencing of ideas into paragraphs (structure /
direction may be uncertain)


 communication has some clarity and fluency


2-3 marks 


 some variety of sentence structure


 there is some control of sentence
construction


 some control of a range of punctuation


 the spelling is usually accurate


 control of tense and agreement is
generally secure


 there is some range of vocabulary


Band 
1 


1-2 marks 


 basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task


 some basic awareness of the reader / intended audience


 some attempt to adapt register to purpose / audience (e.g.
degree of formality)


 some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic


 content may be thin and brief


 simple sequencing of ideas (paragraphs may be used to show
obvious divisions or group ideas into some order)


 there is some basic clarity but communication of meaning is
limited


1 mark 


 limited range of sentence structure


 control of sentence construction is
limited


 there is some attempt to use
punctuation


 some spelling is accurate


 control of tense and agreement is
limited


 limited range of vocabulary


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
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Some relevant selection - rather limited overall. 3
















































To answer the following questions you must use both texts. 


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words how whales were 
hunted in 1850 and are now hunted in the Faroe Islands.          [4]


(AO1 2a and b) 


This question tests the ability to select and synthesise evidence from different texts. 


Give 0 marks for responses where there is nothing worthy of credit. 


Give 1 mark to those who offer a limited detail from both texts, e.g. both texts show the whales 
were hunted in small boats. 


Give 2 marks to those who select a range of relevant material from both texts, e.g.  in the 
newspaper article, the whale hunt is close to shore but in 'Aboard a Whaling Ship' text the hunt 
takes place out in the ocean. 


Give 3 marks to those who synthesise with some understanding a range of relevant detail from 
both texts, e.g. In Cheever’s text, the whales are hunted in the open sea where they are chased 
and killed by whalers in small boats but in the Faroe Islands the whales are killed on the 
beaches. 


Give 4 marks to those who synthesise with clear understanding and provide an overview drawn 


 from a range of relevant detail from both texts, e.g. In both texts the whales are hunted in small 


boats but in Cheever’s text the hunters follow the whale and plunge harpoons into it. The 


harpoons are attached to the boat and the whale dies from its injuries. In the newspaper article, 


the hunters are in small boats close to the shore and drive the whales close to the beach where 


they are killed.   


Article 


 large numbers are hunted at one time


 small boats were used to drive the whales towards beaches


 locals in the water dragged the whales up the beach


 whales slaughtered on the beach


Biography (Cheever) 


 when whales were sighted out in the ocean / small boats were lowered and rowed out to


where the whale appeared / whales were hunted by small boats


 harpoons attached to a tow line were plunged into the whale


 whalers attacked a single whale


 the whaler’s boat was pulled by the injured whale until it died


 the dead whale was towed back to the mother ship


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  Look for and 
reward valid alternatives. 


1 5 












Some detail from each text. 2
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SECTION A: 40 marks
Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Whales Under 
Threat Again’.
The extract on the opposite page is from the biography, ‘The Whaleman’s Adventures’, by Henry 
Cheever.
Read the newspaper article ‘Whales Under Threat Again’ in the separate Resource Material.


(a) When was the international agreement to stop commercial whaling? [1]  


(b)  Where are Greenpeace activists trying to stop Japanese whaling taking place? [1]


(c) How many Sea Shepherd protesters were arrested trying to stop the whale hunt in
 the Faroe Islands?  [1]


How does the writer try to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel and 
unacceptable?


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    his use of language, tone and structure
•    other ways the writer tries to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel 
     and unacceptable [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the extract on the opposite page by 
Henry Cheever.


(a)  What order was given by the captain to start the whale hunt?   [1]


(b) What stopped the whale from escaping the hunters in the small boat? [1]


(c) After killing the whale, how far away were the boats from the main ship? [1]


‘The writer, Henry Cheever, gives his readers a clear and dramatic description of what 
it was like to take part in a whale hunt in the 1850s.’ How far do you agree with this 
statement?


You should comment on:
•    what he says
•    how he says it
•    whether you think the description of the whale hunt is clear and dramatic - and why
 [10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words how whales were 
hunted in 1850 and are now hunted in the Faroe Islands. [4]


Both of these texts contain accounts of the hunting of whales.
Compare:
  • the writers’ attitudes to the hunting of whales in the 1850s and in the recent whale
       hunt in the Faroe Islands
  • how the writers get across their attitudes to their readers  [10]
You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.


1 1


1 2


1 3


1 4


1 5


1 6
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Whales Under Threat Again
Dust down the slogan, ‘Save The Whale’, because it’s needed once again. Thirty years on 
from the 1986 international agreement to stop commercial whaling, whales face renewed 
danger.


This year, in the biggest whale slaughter for a generation, more than 2,000 animals are likely 
to be directly hunted by the three countries continuing whale hunting in defiance of world 
opinion, Japan, Norway and Iceland.


Japan is leading the way. Its whaling fleet is firing harpoons right now in the Antarctic Ocean, 
hunting nearly a thousand minke whales, more than double the number it killed last year, 
all of them under the label of so-called ‘scientific’ whaling – allegedly killing the animals for 
research purposes. This label is a fiction which fools no one, as more whale meat and whale 
products end up in Japanese restaurants than in laboratories.


Norway, which is pursuing commercial whaling openly by simply refusing to sign up to the 
1986 international agreement, is following close behind, with another leap in its planned kills 
in the coming year. The Norwegian government recently announced it would increase its 
whale hunting following a unanimous recommendation by the Norwegian parliament.


Iceland, which started whaling again three years ago, also under the ‘scientific’ label, killed a 
total of 155 endangered fin whales – the second largest animal on earth after the blue whale 
– and 39 minke whales last year and is expected to hunt a similar number in the coming year.


That all adds up to by far the bloodiest bout of whale slaughter since the days of full-scale 
commercial whaling and has greatly angered environmental campaigners.


“People should wake up to the scale of what is happening this year,” said a spokesman for 
Greenpeace UK. “Politicians who are supposed to be anti-whaling especially need to wake 
up to it, and press their governments to put as much effort into saving the world’s whale 
populations as the whaling countries are doing to exploit them.”


Greenpeace has decided to take the fight directly to the Japanese, and has sent two of its 
large campaigning vessels, Arctic Sunrise and Esperanza, to the Antarctic Ocean to try to 
disrupt whaling operations directly. In the past 10 days there has been a series of extraordinary 
confrontations between Greenpeace and the Japanese whaling ships. In actions similar to 
those which first made the group famous in the 1970s, Greenpeace activists in small inflatable 
boats have been trying to block the harpooners’ line of fire and, on a number of occasions, 
have succeeded – making the idea of ‘Save The Whale’ a reality.
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Another marine conservation group, Sea Shepherd, has also been taking direct action to 
prevent the slaughter of whales in the Faroe Islands, a self-governing nation within the 
Kingdom of Denmark. Although whaling is illegal in Denmark, the annual killing of pilot whales 
is allowed in the Faroe Islands.  


As many as 250 whales were reportedly massacred on two beaches in the Faroe Islands 
in July, where locals savagely killed all of the pilot whales. The horrific scenes were filmed 
by activists from Sea Shepherd and published on the internet. The film footage shows how 
the innocent whales were herded inshore by small boats and forced to swim towards the 
beaches.


© WJEC CBAC Ltd.


The locals, many of whom were dressed in full wetsuits, waded into the water and violently 
dragged the distressed animals up the beach, where they were ruthlessly slaughtered. Five 
members of the Sea Shepherd group were arrested as they tried to stop the gruesome 
spectacle. 


The captain of one of the Sea Shepherd boats said he believed two Danish naval vessels 
were in the area when the hunt took place. He said, “It was perfectly clear to me that the 
slaughter proceeded with the full consent of the Danish Navy.”  


How much longer can the government of Denmark continue its arrogant support of this 
bloody practice, which is in direct conflict with its commitments to international law? All 
decent people should see that the hunting of whales is cruel and unacceptable.












Both of these texts contain accounts of the hunting of whales.  


 Compare: 


 the writers' attitudes to the hunting of whales in the 1850s and in the recent whale
hunt in the Faroe Islands


 how the writers get across their attitudes to their readers [10] 


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to. 


(AO3) 


This question tests the ability to compare writers’ ideas and perspectives, as well as how these 
are conveyed, across the two texts. 
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death Cheever is moved, describing the sight of the whale as 'painful'. 


1 6 







Some details candidates may explore or respond to: 


The newspaper article 


The writer’s attitude 


 the writer is strongly against the whale hunt – he writes about 'the slaughter of whales in the


Faroe Islands';


 he says it’s wrong because it’s against international law;


 he believes countries are ignoring/flouting the international agreement to stop hunting


whales;


 he says “decent people” would agree whale hunts are cruel and unacceptable.


how the writer gets his/her attitude across to readers 


 he gives a graphic description of how the whales were killed;


 he tells us of the large numbers killed – "as many as 250 whales were reportedly


massacred";


 he refers to the whales as 'innocent' and 'distressed' to make his views clear;


 he uses powerful, emotive language, particularly adverbs and adjectives – 'massacred',


'savagely killed', 'horrific scenes', 'distressed animals', 'ruthlessly slaughtered'.


Cheever text 


The writer’s attitude 


 he is not against the whale hunt;


 he admires the hunters – and the whalers’ willingness to face dangerous and difficult


situations


 he celebrates the killing of the whale;


 he describes the whale in negative terms - 'monster';


 but shows some respect for the death of “so mighty a creature”.


how the writer gets his/her attitude across to readers 


 he uses contrast to emphasise the battle between the small boats and the 'great creature';


 he talks of the skill and bravery of the harpooners – the 'brave captain';


 they gave “three hearty cheers” at the death of the whale;


 but says seeing the whale in its death-agony was “painful enough”;


 he describes the difficult task of getting the dead whale back to the ship and how it is


“cheerfully endured” by the men because of the rewards it brings.


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response.  Look for and 
reward valid alternatives. 
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SECTION A: 40 marks
Answer all the following questions.


The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘Whales Under 
Threat Again’.
The extract on the opposite page is from the biography, ‘The Whaleman’s Adventures’, by Henry 
Cheever.
Read the newspaper article ‘Whales Under Threat Again’ in the separate Resource Material.


(a) When was the international agreement to stop commercial whaling? [1]  


(b)  Where are Greenpeace activists trying to stop Japanese whaling taking place? [1]


(c) How many Sea Shepherd protesters were arrested trying to stop the whale hunt in
the Faroe Islands?  [1]


How does the writer try to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel and 
unacceptable?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• his use of language, tone and structure
• other ways the writer tries to persuade the reader that the hunting of whales is cruel


and unacceptable [10]


To answer the following questions you will need to read the extract on the opposite page by 
Henry Cheever.


(a)  What order was given by the captain to start the whale hunt?  [1]


(b) What stopped the whale from escaping the hunters in the small boat? [1]


(c) After killing the whale, how far away were the boats from the main ship? [1]


‘The writer, Henry Cheever, gives his readers a clear and dramatic description of what 
it was like to take part in a whale hunt in the 1850s.’ How far do you agree with this 
statement?


You should comment on:
• what he says
• how he says it
• whether you think the description of the whale hunt is clear and dramatic - and why


[10]
You must refer to the text to support your comments.


To answer the following questions you must use both texts.


Using information from both texts, explain briefly in your own words how whales were 
hunted in 1850 and are now hunted in the Faroe Islands. [4]


Both of these texts contain accounts of the hunting of whales.
Compare:
• the writers’ attitudes to the hunting of whales in the 1850s and in the recent whale


hunt in the Faroe Islands
• how the writers get across their attitudes to their readers  [10]


You must use the text to support your comments and make it clear which text you are 
referring to.
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Aboard a Whaling Ship, 1850


In 1850, Henry Cheever was a passenger aboard a whaling ship and recorded the experience of a 
whale hunt in the biography, ‘The Whaleman’s Adventures’.


For the first time in our ten weeks’ journey we heard that thrilling sound to a weary whaleman, 
THERE SHE BLOWS! A whale had been sighted and the hunt was on.


It turned out that three whales had been seen, and when we were thought to be near enough, the 
captain gave orders to ‘Stand by and lower boats’ in order to begin the chase for one of the whales 
a little more than half a mile away.


Three boats’ crews pulled merrily away from the ship, eager to obtain the oily material from the whale 
to fill their ship. The whale was travelling leisurely, blowing every now and again, then ‘turning tail,’ 
and sinking. The boats headed after him, keeping a distance of nearly one quarter of a mile from 
each other, to increase their chances.


One of the small boats was close to the place where they expected the whale to appear, when the 
huge creature rose up, and all the harpooner in the boat had to do was to plunge his two harpoons, 
which are always secured to one tow-line, into the monster. This he did so well as to make him spout 
blood forthwith. It was the first notice the poor creature had of the nearness of his powerful captors, 
and the sudden piercing of the barbed harpoons to his very vitals made him race away most furiously.


We were now fastened to the huge whale with the tow-line and our boat spun after him with almost 
the swiftness of a spinning top. The great creature dived through the seas and tossed the spray for 
the space of an hour. During this time another boat got close to him with its harpoons, and the brave 
captain came up and boldly darted another harpoon into his writhing body. The enraged whale raised 
his head above the water, snapped his horrid jaws together, and in his senseless fury lashed the sea 
into foam. After a further hour he stopped moving and turned up on his back, a motionless corpse. 
We gave three hearty cheers, and took him in tow for the ship, which was now about fifteen miles off. 
Yet I am not one who can coolly observe the last agony of so mighty a creature as the whale and it 
was painful enough to see the death-agony of this giant of the deep.


This towing of captured whales is no boy’s play; it is often most difficult, and dangerous too, when the 
ship is distant or nightfall at hand. Under a fierce sun, to row for hours, with a carcass of seventy tons’ 
weight, behind a small boat, will blister the hands and strain the muscles of the hardiest whaleman. 
But it is cheerfully endured for such a whale will net to the ship between fifteen hundred and three 
thousand dollars, according to its yield of oil.
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To answer the following questions you will need to read the extract on the opposite page 
by Henry Cheever.  


(a)  What order was given by the captain to start the whale hunt?             [1]   


(b) What stopped the whale from escaping the hunters in the small boat?       [1] 


(c) After killing the whale, how far were the boats away from the main ship? [1] 


(AO1 1a, b, c, d) 


This question tests the ability to identify and interpret explicit and implicit information and ideas. 


Award one mark for a correct response. 


(a)   “Stand by and lower boats”  (1) 


(b)   The tow-line was secured to the boat  (1) 


(c)    Fifteen miles  (1) 
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